
The United Nations 
Millennium Development Goals

Fresh and clean water available for all 
– supporting the achievement of the millennium goals



A worldwide commitment to fight poverty and  
improve living conditions for people around the 
world.

The Millennium Goals presented by the UN in 1999 
and ratified in September 2000 by 189 heads of 
Government is a declaration of global commitment 
specifying eight development goals.

The overall goals are to…:
1.  eradicate extreme poverty and hunger,

2.  achieve universal primary education,

3.  promote gender equality and empower women,

4.  reduce child mortality,

5.  improve maternal health,

6.  combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases,

7.  ensure environmental sustainability, and to

8.  develop a global partnership for development.

More specific targets are defined for 2015, these in-
clude for example: 

– reduce by half the proportion of people living  
on 1 dollar per day

– ensure that all boys and girls complete a full course 
of primary schooling

– reduce by two thirds the mortality rate of children 
under five

– reduce by half the proportion of people without 
sustainable access to safe drinking water

For a full overview of targets see: 
www.un.org/millenniumgoals/

Highlighting the role of water:
Access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation is an 
indispensable component of primary health care and 
human development and a precondition for success in 
the fight against poverty, hunger, child deaths and in 
achieving gender equality. During the 1990s, progress 
was made in increasing access to improved drinking 
water sources. However, over a billion people are still 
unserved. Coverage remains low, especially in rural are-
as of Africa and in urban slums. Much slower progress 
has been made globally in improving sanitation co-
verage. An estimated 2.6 billion people – representing 
half of the developing world – lack toilets and other 
forms of improved sanitation. If the 1990-2002 trends 
hold, close to 2.4 billion people will still be without 
improved sanitation in 2015, almost as many as there 
are without improved sanitation today. The situation is 
most dire in sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia.

What can a company do?
We at ITT Flygt, aim to be a socially responsible com-
pany and through our employees we can contribute 
most to the further achievement of the millennium 
goals. As a first step we want to increase awareness 
about the goals and the development issues that im-
pact so many people around the world. Therefore we 
put together this info-sheet that will be available to all 
employees. As a next step we want to engage our local 
management and operations in activities related to the 
millennium goals. For example, we can support the 
education of boys and girls in local schools, improve 
conditions both at our own facilities and where we can 
influence this around us, at local communities, projects 
and in our supply chain.
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Progress is measured against the situation in 1990.

Poverty
Global poverty rates are falling, led by Asia. But mil-
lions more people have sunk deep into poverty in 
sub-Saharan Africa, where the poor are getting poorer. 
Progress has been made against hunger. Still, since 
1990, millions more people are chronically hungry in 
sub-Saharan Africa and in Southern Asia, where half 
the children under age 5 are malnourished.

Education
Most developing regions have made progress towards 
universal primary education, but some 115 million 
children are still out of school. More than half of these 
children (65 million) are girls, with a disproportionate 
number in sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia. 

Gender equality
Progress towards this goal is assessed by measuring 
gender equality in three areas: education, employment 
and political decision-making. The 2005 enrolled target 
has been achieved with the exception of sub-saha-
ran Africa and Southern and Western Asia. Women’s 
access to paid employment that is secure in terms of 
income and social benefits is still lower than men’s in 
most of the developing world. Women hold only 16 
per cent of parliamentary seats worldwide. And, as of 
1 January 2005, only 17 countries had met the target 
of at least 30 per cent representation by women in 
parliament.

Child mortality
Each year, almost 11 million children die before the age 
of five. That’s 30,000 children a day. If current trends 
continue, the reduction in under-five mortality world-
wide from 1990 to 2015 will be just 15 per cent.

Maternal health
Data on the proportion of births attended by skilled 
health personnel in 2003 indicate that progress in this 
area was made in South-Eastern Asia and Northern 
Africa . But there was no change in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, where maternal mortality is highest. 

Diseases

Globally, the HIV/Aids epidemic shows no signs of slo-
wing. AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis – are concentra-
ted in the poorest countries. And they could be largely 
controlled through education, prevention and, when 
illness strikes, intervention.

Environment
Most countries have committed to the principles of 
sustainable development and to incorporating them 
into their national policies and strategies. Reversing the 
loss of environmental resources, including forests, bio-
logical diversity and the earth’s ozone layer, are among 
the targets for Millennium Development Goal 7, along 
with provision of safe water, adequate sanitation 
and decent, affordable housing for the world’s poor. 
Though progress in some of these areas is encoura-
ging, on balance, the outlook is grim.

Global partnerships
Millennium Goal 8 addresses ways in which developed 
countries can assist developing countries in achieving 
the other seven goals. Progress is made, e.g. the decli-
ning development assistance trend is reversed, financial 
aid is increasing but still far below the level of what is 
needed to achieve the millennium development goals.

Source: 
The Millennium Development Goals Report 2005.   

For more information see: 
www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
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Evidently the overall responsibility to achieve the mil-
lennium goals lies with our governments, representing 
us in society as citizens, entrepreneurs, workers and 
family members. As a company, as ITT Flygt, we can 
play a role in helping to achieve the millennium deve-
lopment goals. Not only, as specified in the last specific 
target by making new technologies available but also 
by our core business activities – in the workplace, the 
market place and along the supply chain. Further-
more we can further develop our social investments, 
voluntary contributions and our engagement in policy 
dialogues and advocacy activities. 

A key element for us is the improvement of sanitary 
conditions and we will explore options where in co-
operation with international organisations, develop-
ment assistance organisations and grass-roots NGO’s 
we can support installation of toilet-facilities, the 
transport of contaminated water and its treatment. 

ITT Flygt  
We are together over 4000 employees around the 
world with 44 sales companies, market presence in 
130 countries and manufacturing plants in Sweden, 
Argentina, China, Germany, Italy and the Netherlands. 

Through our products and our people we can contribu-
te to the achievement of the millennium development 
goals. We aim to take a leadership role and believe that 
by doing this together with many other companies we 
can make small but significant contributions improving 
living conditions for some of our neighbours, collea-
gues and friends in developing countries. 

The central role of water and sanitation
In line with our business concept and technical ex-
pertise we focus on the central role that water and 
sanitation plays in the attainment of the millennium 
development goals. 

One specific target is formulated with a focus on water 
and sanitation. The target is to reduce by half the 
proportion of people without sustainable access to safe 
drinking water. In addition the UN and the taskforce 
working on the achievement of this target identify 
clear links between management of water resources 
and poverty, hunger, health, gender and environmental 
sustainability. 

For example adequate water infrastructure and good 
management are critical for agriculture, which will be a 
key sector for low-income countries and the livelihoods 
of many poor people (Goal 1). 

Higher school attendance, especially for girls, can be 
achieved by reduced water carrying burdens and better 
sanitary conditions (Goal 2). 

Improved water management is related to empower-
ment of women since in most developing countries 
women produce 60 to 80 % of the food. Water 
services will give women and girls better conditions 
and more time for education and other empowering 
activities (goal 3).

Water contamination and inadequate sanitation are 
major health risks. Available clean water is a precon-
dition for a decrease in mortality rates and improved 
maternal health (goal 4 and 5). 

Improved water management is a key strategy in 
combating diseases. Better irrigation techniques can 
help avoid still standing water preventing the spread of 
mosquitoes, and thereby malaria (Goal 6). 

In addition, water is a key element in maintaining a 
balance in the world’ ecosystems and in turn contami-
nated water is a major threat to this balance. Healthy 
ecosystems are critical to the quantity and quality of 
freshwater (Goal 7). 

By engaging ourselves 
and actively trying to 
participate in dialo-
gues and activities we 
share knowledge and 
exchange experiences 
with the wider inter-
national community. 
The spread of know-
ledge and techno-
logy related to water 
management and 
improved sanitation is 
a first step necessary 
to achieve the millen-
nium goals (Goal 8).

We can all contribute!
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As a leading supplier of fluid handling solutions, Flygt 
can provide everything you need to design, build and 
operate pump systems in a safe and cost-effective way.

Our products are used in water supply, wastewater 
treatment, sewage systems, mines, construction, process 
industries and numerous other applications.

Flygt is represented in over 130 countries and has more 
than 40 sales companies. With a world-wide network of 
authorized service centres, you always get the support 
you need: whether it’s a matter of planned maintenance 
or express delivery of a part.
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